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SOLDIERING UNDER OCCUPATION

Processes of Numbing among Israeli Soldiers in the Al-Aqsa Intifada Erella Grassiani
"This is an excellent book that weaves ethnographic data, interpretation, and theory in an impressive manner. It deals with a subject that has received almost no scholarly attention: the morality of soldiers ' on the ground. ' Clearly written and coherently argued, it offers a fresh and new perspective on the military and the new wars. " Eyal Ben-Ari, Hebrew University Often, violent behavior or harassment from a soldier is dismissed by the military as unacceptable acts by individuals termed "rotten apples. " In this study, the author argues that this dismissal is unsatisfactory and that there is an urgent need to look at the (mis)behavior of soldiers from a structural point of view. When soldiers serve as an occupational force, they find themselves in a particular situation influenced by structural circumstances that heavily influence their behavior and moral decision-making. In describing the circumstances of soldiers in the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF), especially focusing on space, the study shows how processes of numbing on different levels influence the (moral) behavior of these soldiers. 
Erella Grassiani is currently Lecturer in the Sociology
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CONCEPTUALIZING IRANIAN ANTHROPOLOGY
Past and Present Perspectives
Edited by Shahnaz R. Nadjmabadi The Hadramis of South Yemen and the emergence of their diasporic communities throughout the Indian Ocean region are an intriguing facet of the history of this region' s migratory patterns. In the early centuries of migration, the Yemeni, or Hadrami, traveler was both a trader and a religious missionary, making the migrant community both a "trade diaspora" and a "religious diaspora. " This tradition has continued as Hadramis around the world have been linked to networks of extremist, Islamic-inspired movements-Osama bin Laden, leader of Al Qaeda and descendant of a prominent Hadramis family, as the most infamous example. However, communities of Hadramis living outside Yemen are not homogenous. The author expertly elucidates the complexity of the diasporic process, showing how it contrasts with the conventional understanding of the Hadrami diaspora as an unchanging society with predefined cultural characteristics originating in the homeland.
Leif Manger is a Professor in the Department of Social
Anthropology at the University of Bergen. In curricula and teaching materials, representations of the "Self" and the "Other" offer insights into the contemporary dynamics of identity politics. By building on a network of scholars working in various countries in the Middle East itself, this book aims to contribute to the evolution of a field of comparative education studies in this region. A self-proclaimed guerrilla fighter for ideas, Baruch Kimmerling was an outspoken critic, a prolific writer, and a "public" sociologist. While he lived at the center of the Israeli society in which he was involved as both a scientist and a concerned citizen, he nevertheless felt marginal because of his unconventional worldview, his empathy for the oppressed, and his exceptional sense of universal justice. In this autobiography, the author, who was born in Transylvania in 1939 with cerebral palsy, describes how he and his family escaped the Nazis and the circumstances that brought them to Israel, the development of his understanding of Israeli and Palestinian histories, of the narratives each society tells itself, and of the implacable "situation"-along with predictions of some of the most disturbing developments that are taking place right now. 
Baruch Kimmerling
RELIGION AND SOCIETY
Advances in Research
Editors: Simon Coleman, Centre for the Study of Religion, University of Toronto, and Ruy Llera Blanes religion and Society responds to the need for a rigorous, indepth review of current work in the expanding sub-discipline of the anthropology of religion. In addition, this important annual aims to provide a dynamic snapshot of developments in the study of religion as a whole and encourages interdisciplinary perspectives.
Each volume contains a Portrait section that profiles a senior scholar of religion, with invited essays on the scholar's work by authorities in their respective subfields.
In the Articles section, contributions provide overviews of a given topic with critical, 'positioned' views of the subject and of relevant research. In the Debate section, scholars of religion reflect on a high-profile issue or event, and the Author Meets Critics section invites discussants to comment on a recently published volume, followed by a response from the author. Other sections cover teaching, news, and-vitally-reviews of new books and ethnographic films. 
